
BDT (Beretta Defense Technologies) is an alliance of Beretta Holding Group* 
companies that supply leading armed forces and law enforcement agencies worldwide 
with firearms, ammunition, optics, electro-optics, clothing and accessories. This 
uniquely wide portfolio of products and services allows BDT to be a single point of 
reference for many of the individual soldier requirements. With over € 550 million of 
revenue generated in 2024, of which over € 390 million in Europe, BDT is a European 
defence Industry leader in its segments and includes national champions like Beretta 
(Italy) together with Sako (Finland), RWS (Germany), Norma (Sweden) and SwissP 
(Switzerland). 

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine has disproven common expectations that 
future warfare would be fought by predominantly unmanned vehicles, with warring 
parties engaging at long distances through highly technological means. In the contrary, 
we are facing a war reminiscent of WW1 with heavy usage of indiscriminate artillery fire 
and soldiers digging and covering in trenches, while making use of high intensity drone 
warfare. More than ever, the dismounted soldier (operating on the battlefield outside of 
any kind of vehicle) is a critical factor of operational success.

Since its inception in 2012, BDT has focused on enhancing the dismounted 
soldier’s capabilities of survivability, mobility, lethality, sustainability and 
situational awareness. Hence, at BDT we are committed to supporting relevant 
projects within the EU programmes. 

For example, we are building up European capabilities in the context of EDF ACHILE 
(Augmented Capability for High End Soldiers), where Beretta is focused on soldier 
mobility through advanced clothing technologies; EDA SAAT (Small Arms Ammunition 
Technology) where Beretta and SwissP are part of a European team developing the 
future assault rifle calibre and technology; and, EDF E-ARMS, which is a proposal 
initiated by Beretta in the frame of the EDF Work Programme 2025 to disrupt the 
traditional firearms technology. 

Beretta (Fabbrica d’Armi Pietro Beretta SpA) is the “original Beretta company” and the 
oldest firearms manufacturer in the world. With roots in Northern Italy going back to 
1526, the company remains under the leadership of the Beretta family, making it one 
of the world's oldest family-owned and family-run businesses. Combining traditional 
craftsmanship and investments in the latest technologies, Beretta is a leader in the 
markets of sports shooting, hunting, and military and law enforcement firearms.
 

* The Beretta Holding Group is an international success story, built over the last 30 
years by the Beretta family through strategic acquisitions in Europe, the United States 
and beyond. In 2024, Beretta Holding represented € 1.67 billion of revenue, generated 
by 5,800 employees working in over 50 companies, including 20 manufacturing sites 
and 20 renowned brands in the sectors of firearms, optics, ammunition, silencers as 
well as clothing & accessories. Beretta Holding is, above all, a European reality, with 
many of the companies and workforce (over 4,700 people) working within 13 countries 
of the European Union, and more than half of the revenue generated in Europe.
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